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Introducing

Introducing

As soon as I received this board I gave it a quick Google search I
found out that Airush have been producing the Protoy (in different
shapes) since 2004, which makes it probably the longest running
board model out there. With medium flex, wood and carbon sandwich and 8 years development gone into it I was excited to ride the
board I used to dream about as a kid. A true classic.

Build

Up top Hugely adjustable footstraps
which is handy if you are riding in the
winter with boots, with nice grippy
top surface of the pads and a massive
30mm of padding under your heel for
those massive landings. Construction
They have gone for it all on this board,
with a reliable wood core to provide
the basic structure, sandwiched
between two layers of carbon on the
top and bottom of the board to add
stiffness and ABS rails to hold it all
together. Design The bottom of the
board look fairly flat until you run
your hand over it and you can really
feel the massive double concave
which will give it loads of grip and a
real smooth riding feel. The Protoy
also has these massive flip tips at
either end, where the last 15mm on
either tip of the board is curved right
up to stop the board from burying
its nose in fast landings or choppy
conditions.

Performance

corners make for a smoother, more
carvey board. It loves to be thrown
into a frontside carve sending buckets
of spray! Ride comfort and Tracking
This board rides so nice through chop,
it just eats it up with its medium flex
and you can really feel when those flip
tips come into action and save you.
Flex and Pop As a direct comparison
to other freestyle boards I tested this
day you could really notice how much
softer and forgiving this board was to
ride, but the same can be said about
the pop. As a board gets more flexible,
you lose that explosive snap that
throws you off the water as it gets
absorbed slightly by the board flexing
under your feet.

Icing

There is a lot going on – maybe a
bit too much going on for my liking
- however the bottom of the board
looks smart as they have kept it really
simple with strong colours and a
simple design.

Get up and Go Quick to get up onto
the plane and get it moving due to
its fairly flat rocker line compared to
other freestyle boards. The slightly
narrower tips on the board and curved

Verdict
I don’t think the Protoy performs as a hardcore full on freestyle board, but
I doubt this is what it was designed to do. A brilliant all rounder that will
love choppy average UK conditions and will see you well into your first few
unhooked moves.
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Crazyfly have been around for a while now creating boards using a
carbon and Kevlar construction which is more at home on jet fighter
planes. In the Pro Tour they have managed to make a board that
is sexy as well as high tech, and the square door shaped template
looks like it means business. So let’s see if the board lives up to its
name and is for pros only…

Build

Up top The first thing you notice
when you set up the board is the
amount of insert/stance options
you have to choose from, there are
12 inserts, not in total, but on each
side there is 12 inserts: so 24 in total.
It looks like the first time you are
allowed to use a drill in your school
woodwork class! The footstraps are
really unique with a wide strap that
covers the whole of the top of your
foot creating a ridiculously locked in
feel, which is essential for freestyle.
Construction A Kevlar and carbon
mix always worries me a bit as I have
cracked a few carbon boards in the
past so I have become a fan of simple
boards, but this really does feel so
solid and almost indestructible.
Design A nice parallel, wide outline,
all the way to the really solid tips, and
medium rocker on the bottom which
all help the board to keep up its
riding speed, and keep it stiffer than
a teenager in his first sex education
lesson.

wriggled in and solid. Getting up and
riding is fast and easy – the board
accelerates well getting you up and
riding with the wide tips on the board
creating a large surface area to play
with. Ride comfort and Tracking
The conditions I was riding in were
very choppy and as you would expect
from a freestyle board. You can tell
this is not the type of conditions that
this board enjoys, but as soon as I
got it into a bit of flat water it was
incredibly enjoyable to ride. Flex and
Pop As soon as you pop you can feel
those wide tips coming into play, the
squarer and wider the tips the more
aggressively the board will pop and
throw you from the water, and they
don’t get much more aggressive than
this board!

Icing

Such a nice looking board. It really
screams out for your attention with
the luminous graphics and the carbon
peep show giving you a glimpse of
the board’s innards.

Performance

Get up and Go Getting your feet into
the straps isn’t as easy as you would
expect. It takes a second to get them

Verdict
This sick looking board really impressed me. It is the kind of board that I would
go into a shop and buy as it stands out from the crowd. The only downside for
me is the footstraps, which did give me serious foot ache after half an hour,
but I expect they would soften up over time…

